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EAST KIRKBY PARISH COUNCIL
‘Chairman’

Statement:

The word ‘Chairman’ is used throughout the suite of Policies and Procedures produced by East Kirkby
Parish Council.

‘Chairman’ is used in a gender-neutral way, and under no circumstances is it intended to mean a
predominantly, or exclusively, male position.

The OED (Oxford English Dictionary) defines chairman as “a person appointed to preside over a
meeting, debate etc., and who conducts the proceedings.......... ?

Similarly:
The Cambridge Dictionary defines chairman as “a person in charge of a meeting or organization.”
As can be seen, these definitions do not specify male or female.

In the eyes of the OED and the Cambridge Dictionaries at least, the term is gender-neutral and can
apply to men or women.


https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/chairman#:~:text=a%20person%20in%20charge%20of%20a%20meeting%2C%20organization%2C,giving%20the%20idea%20the%20person%20is%20necessarily%20male.
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